A new in vivo assay of human lymphocyte-mediated immunity to melanoma.
Lymphocytes from melanoma patients more frequently inhibited the growth of human melanoma cells in the hamster cheek pouch than did lymphocytes from normal donors. Growth inhibition was accomplished with a much lower ratio of target cells to lymphocytes than in in vitro assays. The hamster cheek pouch assay can be used to study the relationship of blocking factors and humoral antibodies to cell-mediated immunity against human cancers.